Inoculating your wood with fungi

After growing mycelium (a fungus mat) on your media for at least a week, you can use the inoculum (fungus on the media) to
inoculate (put fungus on) your wood. You know your mycelium is ready when it has covered the surface of your media. Cultures kept
in a refridgerator can be used any time, and do not have to be warmed up.

It only takes a little bit of the inoculum to get spalting started. However, once you have opened a jar, you shouldn’t restore it (mold
from the air will probably get in there). Therefore, its best to have several pieces to inoculate at once, so you don’t waste an entire

jar on just one piece of wood.

For DIY guides to making media (fungus food) and inoculating the media (putting the fungus on the media), check out parts

I and II of this series.

What You Need

You will need some plastic storage
containers with snap on lids. The size will
depend on the size of wood you plan on
spalting. You'll also need your sterilizing
alcohol from part 2, and your jar of

inoculum.
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You can spalt wood at any size or stage,
from rough-turned bowl blanks to logs.
Feel free to nest the bowls and smoosh
the logs together. The more mycelial
contact, the better!

Cleaning up

Step 1: Using a 91% isopropyl alcohol or
higher and a 10% bleach solution (in
separate spray bottles, please), throughly
spray the inside of the plastic tub AND
the lid. Feel free to give the outside a
nice misting as well. Wipe away the
excess with a clean, white paper towel.

Step 2: Re-spray the inside surfaces just
with alcohol, and allow to air dry.

Inoculation

- Lay out one layer of wood on the bottom
of the tub

- using your finger, scoop out the gelatin
from the jar and apply to the broad
surface of every piece. For added sterilty,
a alcohol-sterilized spoon can be used to
segment the inoculum.

- If you kept your inoculum at room
temperature, it may have begun to return
to liquid state. In this case, it is accept-
able to simply pour the inoculum over the
pieces.

- Once the inoculum has been placed on
each piece, take the next layer of wood
and mash it into the gelatin. This spreads
the fungal spores around.

- Repeat this process until the tub is fully
loaded.

- Place the lid on the tub. Store the tub
in a warm, wet area, like a bathroom.

- Ideal conditions for spalting are 80%
humidity and a temperature around 27
degrees Celcius.

- Remember - if you have anything green
growing inside your jars, you have a
contaminant. Toss out that jar and do not
use it for spalting.
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Contaminants are often green, and look different from
the primary colony.

Final Notes

- Remember to spray alcohol on your
hands before touching things. This
minimizes potential contaminants.

- If you are working with dry wood,
pour some water over the pieces
before closing the bin. Add just
enough so that there are small
puddles of standing water in the
bottom, but not enough to cover the
entire bottom of the bin.

- Vermiculite, which is a horticultural
soil additive, is very good at maintain-
ing moisture. If you won’t be check-
ing your tubs often, consider filling in
the gaps with wetted vermiculite.

- Using several different fungi in one
tub will result in fungal interactions.
This is good for zone line production
but bad for the weaker pigment fungi.

- Incubation time depends on the
wood and fungal species used. In
general, pigments take longer than
bleaching, and everything takes at
least 8 weeks.
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